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Background 
Communities across the nation are moving to make their roads safe for all users: bicyclists, pedestrians, 
transit riders, children, the elderly and those with mobility limitations. For too long the swift, unimpeded 
movement of cars has trumped the needs of other users of our roadways, resulting in reduced quality of life, 
personal independence and safety.  The New York Bicycling Coalition (NYBC) supports implementation of 
complete streets across the state. In 2011 worked with legislators, allies and advocates to secure unanimous 
passage of a statewide Complete Streets law. The law becomes effective in February 2012. NYBC is 
committed to ensuring that the law achieves its goal to “accommodate and facilitate convenient access and 
mobility by all users, particularly pedestrians, bicyclists and individuals of all ages and abilities.” The text 
of the statewide Complete Streets Law is available at: http://public.leginfo.state.ny.us/menugetf.cgi 
 
NYBC’s “Bike Advocacy Toolkit” is found at http://www.nybc.net/advocacy/nybcs-complete-streets-
toolkit 

 
The text of New York’s Complete Streets Law is as follows; 
 
An act to amend the highway law, in relation to enabling safe access to public roads for all users by utilizing 
complete street design principles. 
 
The people of the state of New York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows: 
 
Section 1. Legislative findings. It is hereby found and declared that to achieve a cleaner, greener 
transportation system, the transportation plans of New York state should consider the needs of all users of 
our roadways including pedestrians, bicyclists, public transportation riders, motorists and citizens of all ages 
and abilities, including children, the elderly and the disabled. By encouraging good planning, more citizens 
will achieve the health benefits associated with active forms of transportation while traffic congestion and 
auto-related air pollution will be reduced. Therefore, it shall be the policy of the state to consider people of 
all ages and abilities and all appropriate forms of transportation when planning roadway projects. 
 
Section 2. The highway law is amended by adding a new section 331 to read as follows: 
 
Article 331. Consideration of Complete Street Design. (a) For all state, county, and local transportation 
projects that are undertaken by the department or receive both federal and state funding and are subject to 
department of transportation oversight, the department or agency with jurisdiction over such projects shall 
consider the convenient access and mobility on the road network by all users of all ages, including motorists, 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and public transportation users through the use of complete street design features in 
the planning, design, construction, reconstruction and rehabilitation, but not including resurfacing, 
maintenance, or pavement recycling of such projects. 
 
(b) Complete street design features are roadway design features that accommodate and facilitate convenient 
access and mobility by all users, including current and projected users, particularly pedestrians, bicyclists 
and individuals of all ages and abilities. These features may include, but need not be limited to: sidewalks, 
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paved shoulders suitable for use by bicyclists, lane striping, bicycle lanes, share the road signage, crosswalks, 
road diets, pedestrian control signalization, bus pull outs, curb cuts, raised crosswalks and ramps and traffic 
calming measures; and recognize that the needs of users of the road network vary according to a rural, urban 
and suburban context. 
 
(c) This section shall not apply if it has been determined and set forth in publicly available documents that 
one of the following exists: 
 (I) Use by bicyclists and pedestrians is prohibited by law, such as within interstate highway corridors; or 
 (II) The cost would be disproportionate to the need as determined by factors including, but not limited to, 
the following: land use context; current and projected traffic volumes; and population density; or 
 (III) Demonstrated lack of need as determined by factors, including, but not limited to, land use, current 
and projected traffic volumes, including population density, or demonstrated lack of community support; or 
 (IV) use of the design features would have an adverse impact on or be contrary to, public safety  
 
(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require the department or agency with jurisdiction over a 
project to expend monies in accordance with subdivision (a) of this section that exceed the amount of state 
and federal funding for complete street design features. 
 
Section 3. (s) No later than two years after the effective date of this  act, the department of transportation 
shall publish a report showing how it has complied with section 331 of the highway law and changed its 
procedures to institutionalize complete street design features into planning, project scoping, design and 
implementation of the required highway and road projects. The report shall include, but not be limited to, a 
discussion of the review of and revisions to various guidance documents regarding lane width, design speed, 
average daily traffic thresholds, level of service and roadway classification. The report shall also show any 
best practices that the department of transportation utilized in complying with section 331 of the highway 
law.   
 
(b) In identifying such best practices, consideration shall be given to the procedures for identifying the needs 
of the mix of users, including primary and secondary users and the identification of barriers. The department 
of transportation shall consult with transportation, land-use and environmental officials, including 
representatives from: 
 (i) Counties, cities and towns; 
 (ii) Metropolitan planning organizations; 
 (iii) Public transit operators; 
 (iv) Relevant state agencies; and 
 (v) Other relevant stakeholders, including, but not limited to, representatives from disability rights groups, 
aging groups, bicycle and pedestrian advocates, and developers. 
 
This act and/or any failure to comply with the provisions of this act shall not be admissible as evidence 
against the state, any municipality or public authority in any claim for monetary damages against the state, a 
municipality or a public authority. 
 
This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after it shall have become a law; provided, 
however, that this act shall not apply to transportation projects undertaken or approved prior to the date on 
which this act shall have become a law. 

 
NYBC is committed to helping to complete NY streets. Visit www.nybc.net for more information. 
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