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For nearly a century the walkway on the south side of the Livingston Avenue Railroad Bridge (LAB) made it possible for pedestrians and bicyclists to easily and safely cross the Hudson River between Albany and Rensselaer. The walkway, in dire need of repair, was closed in the late 1980s / early 1990s and has been inaccessible ever since.

Between Troy and the Rip Van Winkle Bridge in Catskill, there is only one existing designated bicycle and pedestrian crossing of the Hudson; the Dunn Memorial Bridge in Albany. The walkway on this bridge, however, was constructed as an afterthought. It is difficult to access, is out of compliance with ADA standards and is noisy and unpleasant.
 
As part of the state's High Speed Rail initiative, the LAB is scheduled for replacement by 2017.  The Livingston Avenue Railroad Bridge Coalition is informing the public and decision-makers about the benefits that will result from inclusion of a bicycle-pedestrian facility on the new bridge.  

Lend your support! Speak up today!

The rehabilitation of the LAB is being overseen at both a state and a Federal level.  This bridge is a component of a state-wide initiative to improve and modernize the state’s rail network. Moving forward, there should be multiple opportunities for community members to provide input on this project. Decision-makers at the local, regional, state and federal level need to hear from citizens.  They need to know that the community greatly desires safe bicycle and pedestrian access across the Hudson River on the new LAB.  Below are some talking points you can use when talking to 


The new Livingston Avenue Bridge will enhance transportation opportunities

The LAB was originally constructed as a multi-modal facility. When the bridge is replaced, the new span should accommodate and address long-standing and well-documented community goals such as improved access to downtown areas, congestion mitigation, enhanced connection to the Hudson waterfront, and links a growing network of multi-use trails; including the New York State Canalway Trail, the Albany County Rail Trail, and the proposed Rensselaer County Trail.  Enhancing walking and biking transportation across the Hudson River will increase the efficiency of the transportation network without impeding rail traffic. 

The new Livingston Avenue Bridge can catalyze community revitalization

Investment in bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure can provide a wide array of benefits including an increase in physical activity, tourist spending, reduced congestion and travel time, safer streets and neighborhoods, a cleaner environment and reduced dependence upon foreign oil. The Capital Region has demonstrated a lasting commitment to robust mass transit as well as "complete streets" which are safe for travel by all roadway users including bicyclists, walkers, people with disabilities and children.  The new LAB can be a cornerstone of our growing multi-modal transportation network by connecting urban centers across the Hudson River.  

Bicycle-pedestrian facilities on the Livingston Avenue Bridge are feasible and affordable

The existing LAB was originally constructed as a “rail with trail” facility before the walkway fell into disrepair.  Rail with trail is common and mutually beneficial in many communities throughout the country and New York State. Potential conflicts between rail traffic and walkers & bicyclists can be mitigated through the use of fences, gates, barriers, and warning systems that have been employed in movable bridges in other areas of the state; including places as urban as New York City, and rural as the bucolic comminutes along the Erie Canalway Trail.  The return on investment for bicycle-pedestrian facilities is very high compared to most other transportation projects, and the added cost of bicycle-pedestrian accommodations on a new bridge would be a small fraction of the entire project costs. 

Support for including bicycle and pedestrian facilities on the new Livingston Avenue is overwhelming

Support for rehabilitation of the LAB is strong on both the Albany and Rensselaer side of the Hudson River. The project was added to Capital Region's Transportation Improvement Plan over decade ago. 
Reconstruction of the walkway is mentioned in several community plans:

· Albany 2030 Comprehensive Plan (2011)
· City of Rensselaer Local Waterfront Revitalization Program Update (2011)
· Albany Master Bike Plan (2009)
· Hudson River Crossing Study (2008)
· Tech Valley Trails Regional Trails Plan (2007)
· Patroon Creek Greenway Plan (2004)
· Rensselaer County Trail from the Livingston Ave. Bridge to the Troy-Menands Bridge (2004)

The studies above were the result of a great deal of public input and discussion and reflect a widespread consensus that the Capital Region will benefit greatly from bicycle-pedestrian investments on the new LAB. 
The Livingston Avenue Bridge Coalition (LARBC)

The LARBC is a broad-based network of organizations, community leaders, advocates, and stakeholders throughout the Capital Region, working to ensure that the new LAB will provide safe and comfortable access for bicyclists and pedestrians. The coalition is supported by several local, regional, and state-wide organizations including: Parks & Trails New York, The New York State Bicycling Coalition, The Tri-State Transportation Campaign, and Capital Region Transportation Advocates. 


